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USE 

To talk about permanent situations: 
 Water boils at 100ºC 

To talk about things that happen regularly or 
all the time 
 I have a bath every day. 

To talk about series of actions or events 
completed as we speak 
 First I take a bowl and break two eggs into 
it. Next… 

 
 

 
 



USE: REPEATED EVENTS AND GENERAL FACTS 
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REPEATED EVENTS 

GENERAL FACTS 



USE 

Promises 
 I promise never to smoke again 

Formal correspondence.- fixed phrases 
 We write to advice you 
 I enclose my cheque for $100.00 

Instructions.- To ask and give directions 
 How do I get to the station? You go 
straight on to the traffic light and. 



USE 

Stories.- informal narrative 
 In act I, Hamlet meets the ghost of his 
father. 

Temporary situations: non-progressive 
verbs.- we do not use simple present to 
talk about temporary situations or 
actions going on around the present, but 
it is used with verbs that cannot 
normally be used in progressive format: 
 I like this wine, I believe you. 

 



USE 

We do not normally use the simple present 
to talk about the future 
 I promise I won’t smoke any more 

It is used to refer to future events which 
are timetabled: 
 His train arrives at 11:46 

It is also used to make suggestions: 
 Why don’t you take a day off tomorrow? 



USE 

It is often used with adverbs such as: always, 
never, occasionally, often, sometimes, usually, 
every week, on Mondays, twice a year, etc. 
 I go to church on Sundays. 

With time clauses expressing routine of habitual 
actions: 
 Whenever it rains the roof leaks. 

With the verb say when asking about or quoting: 
 What does that notice say?  It says, “No 
parking”. 



USE 

With other verbs of communication: 
 Shakespeare advises us not to borrow or 
lend 

It can be used in newspaper headlines: 
 MASS MURDERER ESCAPES 

It can be used for dramatic narrative 
(describing actions in plays, opera etc.): 
 When the curtain rises, Juliet is writin at 
her desk. 

 
 



USE 

For a planned future action or series of 
actions, referring to a journey: 
 We leave London at 10:00 next Tuesday 
and arrive in Paris at 13:00 

With state verbs: 
 Existence.- be, exist 
 Mental states.- believe, doubt, know, 
realise, recognise, suppose, think, 
understand 

 
 



USE 

 Wants and likes: want, like, love, hate, 
need, prefer 
 Possession: belong, have, possess, own 
 Senses: feel, smell, taste 
 Appearance: appear, look, seem 

 
Sports commentators use it for running 

commentaries: 
 Federer serves to Nadal and runs to the 
net. 
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SPELLING OF SINGULAR FORMS 
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PRONUNCIATION 

Pronunciation of the final s in the third 
person varies according to the final 
sound of the base form. 

 
It may be pronounced  



ACTIVITIES 

Eastwood, 1987 



ACTIVITIES 

Eastwood, 1987 



ACTIVITIES 

Eastwood, 1987 



ACTIVITIES 

Eastwood, 1987 



COMPLETE THE TABLE: TO BE 

Falla, 2014 



TO BE: AFFIRMATIVE OR NEGATIVE 

Falla, 2014 



TO BE: AFFIRMATIVE 

Falla, 2014 



TO BE: NEGATIVE 

Falla, 2014 



TO BE: INTERROGATIVE 

Falla, 2014 



TO BE: QUESTIONS 

Falla, 2014 



IDENTIFY THE PRESENT SIMPLE VERBS IN THE 
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EXERCISES: COMPLETE THE SENTENCES IN 
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Present Simple Form: ‘be’ and other verbs - mixed exercise 1 

 
Make the present simple, positive, negative or question: 

 

1. I _________________ (be) in a café now. 

2. _________________ (she / play) tennis every week? 

3. They _________________ (go) to the cinema every Wednesday. 

4. _________________ (she / be) a singer? 

5. You _________________ (find) the weather here cold. 

6. _________________ (they / be) on the bus? 

7. Lucy _________________ (ride) her bicycle to work. 

8. Why _________________ (he / be) in France? 

9. I _________________ (not / play) the piano often. 

10. It _________________ (not / be) cold today. 

11. We _________________ (be) from Portugal. 

12. _________________ (we / make) too much noise at night? 

13. Where _________________ (Harry / study)? 

14. _________________ (it / be) foggy today? 

15. We _________________ (not / be) late. 

16. They _________________ (not / like) animals. 

17. Where _________________ (you / be)? 

18. He _________________ (not / be) an accountant. 

19. _________________ (the dog / eat) chicken?  

20. She _________________ (be) my sister. 
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