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WHAT IS PASSIVE 
VOICE? 

ò  Clauses might be active or passive: 

ò  ACTIVE: You rang the bell. 

ò  In active voice, the subject establishes what the clause is 
about, referring to something the listener or reader 
already knows. 

ò  It is a construction we use when we want to talk about 
an action, but we are not so interested in saying you or 
what does/did it 

ò  The bell was rung. 



WHEN DO WE USE 
PASSIVES? 

ò  In passive voice the subject still establishes what the 
clause is about, but it is the recipient of  the action, not 
the agent 

ò  We choose passives when new or important information 
is: 

ò  What happened to the subject: I’ve been sacked 

ò  Who or what did it: Turandot was composed by 
Puccini 

ò  How it was done: the conference was badly 
organised. 



USE OF PASSIVES 

ò  Passives without “agents” are common in 
academic and scientific writing, because the 
agent is unknown 

ò  It is sometimes argued… 

ò  We use it to avoid very long subjects:  

ò  Many people have been refused help by the 
new commision which was set to look into 
possible abuses in the allocation of  social 
housing. 



ò  To describe processes: 

ò  The beans are picked in late summer and are 
left to dry in the sun. 

ò  Official rules and procedures. 

ò  Application should be made in writing. 

USE OF PASSIVES 



ò  To describe procedure in formally reporting 
scientific experiments 

ò  Thirty-eight subjects were interviewed in the 
first round. 

ò  To avoid the implication of  personal 
involvement 

ò  The vase got broken, Mum. 

USE OF PASSIVES 



ò  With certain verbs when the person who did the 
action is unimportant 

ò  We have been inundated with gestures of  
support. 

ò  It is often used in an official, impersonal style. 

USE OF PASSIVES 



Number of  passives 
according to genre 

Celce-Murcia, 1999 



DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
ACTIVE AND PASSIVE 

SENTENCES 

104 The use of the passive
The passive with verbs of reporting • 109

It is said that the company is bankrupt.
The company is said to be bankrupt.

Passive + to-infinitive or active participle • 110
You were warned to take care.
A lot of time was spent arguing.

Patterns with have and get • 111
We use have/get something done for professional services.

I had/got the photos developed.

The passive to-infinitive and gerund • 112
We don't want to be refused entry.
I hate being photographed.

Active forms with a passive meaning • 113
The sheets need washing.
I've got some shopping to do.
The oven cleans easily.

OVERVIEW: active and passive verb forms • 114

104 The use of the passive
1 The topic

Here are two paragraphs. One is about the scientist J.J. Thomson, and the other is
about the electron.

THOMSON, SIR JOSEPH JOHN ELECTRON
(1846-1940)
British physicist and mathematician A subatomic particle and one of the
and head of a group of researchers at basic constituents of matter. The
the Cavendish Laboratory in electron was discovered by J.J.
Cambridge. Thomson discovered the Thomson. It is found in all atoms
electron. He is regarded as the and contains the smallest known
founder of modern physics. negative electrical charge.

Compare these two sentences, one from each paragraph.
Thomson discovered the electron. The electron was discovered by

Thomson.
The sentences have the same meaning, but they have different topics: they are
about different things. The topic of the first sentence is Thomson, and the topic of
the second is the electron. The topic is the starting-point of the sentence and is
usually the subject.

Eastwood, 2002 



PASSIVE SENTENCES WITHOUT 
AN AGENT 

ò  In passive sentences we only mention the agent if  it is 
important new information. 

ò  There is often no need to mention it. 

ò  Nine million cigarettes are smoked. 



AGENT IN PASSIVES 

ò  The agent may not be relevant. 

ò  A large number of  James Bond films have 
been made. 

ò  Sometimes we do not know the identity of  the 
agent. 

ò  My car was stolen. 



VERBS WHICH CAN AND 
CANNOT BE PASSIVE 

ò  Happen, sleep, run 

ò  Some state verbs: be, belong, exist, have, lack, resemble, 
seem, suit 

ò  Some verbs can be action or state verbs: measure, weigh, 
fit, cost. They can be passive when they are action verbs. 

ò  Some state verbs can be passive: believe, intend, know, 
like, love, need, own, understand, want, mean. 



Tense and aspect 

PAGE 143 114 Overview: active and passive verb forms

114 Overview: active and passive verb forms
Active Passive

1 Tenses and aspects • 105
Present simple
They play the match.
Present continuous
They are playing the match.
Present perfect
They have played the match.
Past simple
They played the match.
Past continuous
They were playing the match.
Past perfect
They had played the match.
Future
They will play the match.
They are going to play the match.

2 Modal verbs • 106
Modal + infinitive
They should play it.
They ought to play it.
Modal + perfect infinitive
They should have played it.
They ought to have played it.

3 To-infinitive and gerund • 112
To-infinitive
I wanted them to play the match.
Perfect to-infinitive
They expect to have played the
match by then.
Gerund
They left without playing the
match.
Perfect gerund
They left without having played
the match.

The match is played.

The match is being played.

The match has been played.

The match was played.

The match was being played.

The match had been played.

The match will be played.
The match is going to be played.

It should be played.
It ought to be played.

It should have been played.
It ought to have been played.

I wanted the match to be played.

They expect the match to have been
played by then.

They left without the match being
played.

They left without the match
having been played.

Eastwood, 2002 



FIND THREE EXAMPLES OF 
PASSIVES 

Falla,2012 



COMPLETE THE SENTENCES IN 
PRESENT AND PAST IN PASSIVE 

Falla,2012 



IDENTIFY THE PASSIVES 
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The Passive: Present Simple 
 

Make the sentences passive: 

 

1. Somebody cleans the office every day. 

_The office is cleaned every day ________________________________ 

2. Somebody sends emails. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Somebody cuts the grass. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Somebody prefers chocolate. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. Somebody often steals cars. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Somebody plays loud music. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

7. Somebody speaks English here. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. Somebody loves the London parks. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

9. Somebody wants staff. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

10. Somebody writes articles. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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11. Somebody loves Julie. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

12. Somebody reads a lot of books. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

13. Somebody cooks dinner everyday. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

14. Somebody delivers milk in the mornings. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

15. Somebody buys flowers for the flat. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

16. Somebody washes the cars every week. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

17. Somebody writes a report every Friday. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

18. Somebody fixes the roads. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

19. Somebody builds new houses every year. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

20. Somebody sells vegetables in the market. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

MAKE THE SENTENCES 
PASSIVE (PRESENT SIMPLE) 
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The Passive: Past Simple 

 

Make the sentences passive (past simple): 

 

1. Somebody lost the letter. 

__The letter was lost __________________________________________ 

2. Somebody found the key. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Somebody made mistakes. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Somebody loved that woman. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. Somebody cleaned the rooms. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Somebody fixed the computer. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

7. Somebody built that house. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. Somebody wrote ‘War and Peace’. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

9. Somebody painted The Mona Lisa. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

10. Somebody stole my wallet. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

MAKE THE SENTENCES 
PASSIVE (PAST SIMPLE) 
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11. Somebody prepared lunch. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

12. Somebody drank a lot of coffee. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

13. Somebody forgot the papers. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

14. Somebody closed the windows. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

15. Somebody invited Julie and Luke to a party. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

16. Somebody built a website. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

17. Somebody ate all the cakes. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

18. Somebody told me to wait. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

19. Somebody employed a lot of new waiters. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

20. Somebody opened a shop. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

MAKE THE SENTENCES 
PASSIVE (PAST SIMPLE) 
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The Passive: Present Perfect 
 

Make the sentences passive: 

 

1. Somebody has cleaned the kitchen. 

__The kitchen has been cleaned ________________________________ 

2. Somebody has watered the plants. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Somebody has taken the money. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Somebody has bought the presents. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. Somebody has finished the report. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Somebody has killed the President. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

7. Somebody has repaired the road. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. Somebody has elected that man. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

9. Somebody has learned lessons. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

10. Somebody has fired John. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

MAKE THE SENTENCES 
PASSIVE (PRESENT PERFECT) 
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11. Somebody has ordered new books. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

12. Somebody has prepared the meal. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

13. Somebody has sent the email. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

14. Somebody has eaten the strawberries. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

15. Somebody has fixed the heating. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

16. Somebody has made coffee. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

17. Somebody has turned on the air conditioning. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

18. Somebody has downloaded the song. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

19. Somebody has rented a flat. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

20. Somebody has booked the holiday. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

MAKE THE SENTENCES 
PASSIVE (PRESENT PERFECT) 
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The Passive: Future Simple 
 

Make the sentences passive: 

 

1. Somebody will clean the windows. 

___The windows will be cleaned _________________________________ 

2. Somebody will meet you at the airport. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Somebody will process your application. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Somebody will find your glasses. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. Somebody will bring food. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. Somebody will help you. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

7. Somebody will steal that bicycle. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. Somebody will take your order. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

9. Somebody will write a new book. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

10. Somebody will build a stadium. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

MAKE THE SENTENCES 
PASSIVE (FUTURE SIMPLE) 
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11. Somebody will collect your luggage. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

12. Somebody will explain the plan. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

13. Somebody will wash the floor later. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

14. Somebody will deliver a parcel . 

_______________________________________________________________ 

15. Somebody will drink all the juice. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

16. Somebody will prepare everything. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

17. Somebody will write the article next week. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

18. Somebody will eat the chocolate. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

19. Somebody will send the information. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

20. Somebody will call you. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

MAKE THE SENTENCES 
PASSIVE (FUTURE SIMPLE) 
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