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PASSIVE VOICE




WHAT IS PASSIVE
VOICE?

Clauses might be active or passive:
ACTIVE: You rang the bell.

In active voice, the subject establishes what the clause is
about, referring to something the listener or reader
already knows.

It 1s a construction we use when we want to talk about
an action, but we are not so interested in saying you or
what does/did it

The bell was rung.



WHEN DO WE USE
PASSIVES?

+ In passive voice the subject still establishes what the
clause 1s about, but it is the recipient of the action, not
the agent

+ We choose passives when new or important information
1S:

What happened to the subject: I've been sacked

Who or what did 1t: Turandot was composed by
Puccini

How it was done: the conference was badly
organised.



USE OF PASSIVES

+ Passives without “agents” are common in
academic and scientific writing, because the
agent 1s unknown

It 1s sometimes argued...

+ We use it to avoid very long subjects:
Many people have been refused help by the
new commision which was set to look into

possible abuses 1n the allocation of social
housing.



USE OF PASSIVES

+ To describe processes:

The beans are picked 1n late summer and are
left to dry in the sun.

Official rules and procedures.

+ Application should be made 1n writing.



USE OF PASSIVES

+ To describe procedure in formally reporting
scientific experiments

Thirty-eight subjects were interviewed 1n the
first round.

+ To avoid the implication of personal
involvement

The vase got broken, Mum.



USE OF PASSIVES

+ With certain verbs when the person who did the
action 1s unimportant

We have been inundated with gestures of
support.

It 1s often used 1n an official, impersonal style.



Number of passives

according to genre

least number : ¥4 highest number
of passives _ 2 of passives
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
ACTIVE AND PASSIVE
SENTENCES

THOMSON, SIR JOSEPH JOHN ELECTRON
(1846-1940)
British physicist and mathematician A subatomic particle and one ofthe
and head ofa group ofresearchers at basic constituents ofmatter. The
the Cavendish Laboratory in electron was discovered byJ.J.
Cambridge. Thomson discovered the Thomson. It isfound in all atoms
electron. He isregarded as the and contains the smallest known
founder of modern physics. negative electrical charge.
Compare these two sentences, one from each paragraph.
Thomson discovered the electron. The electron was discovered by
Thomson.

Eastwood, 2002



PASSIVE SENTENCES WITHOUT
AN AGENT

+ In passive sentences we only mention the agent if it 1s
important new information.

<+ There 1s often no need to mention it.

Nine million cigarettes are smoked.



AGENT IN PASSIVES

The agent may not be relevant.

+ A large number of James Bond films have
been made.

Sometimes we do not know the i1dentity of the
agent.

+ My car was stolen.



VERBS WHICH CAN AND
CANNOT BE PASSIVE

Happen, sleep, run

Some state verbs: be, belong, exist, have, lack, resemble,
seem, suit

Some verbs can be action or state verbs: measure, weigh,
fit, cost. They can be passive when they are action verbs.

Some state verbs can be passive: believe, intend, know,
like, love, need, own, understand, want, mean.



Tense and aspect

Present simple
They play the match.

Present continuous
They are playing the match.

Present perfect
They have played the match.

Past simple
They played the match.

Past continuous
They were playing the match.

Past perfect
They had played the match.

Future
They will play the match.

They are going to play the match.

The match is played.

The match is being played.
The match has been played.
The match was played.

The match was being played.
The match had been played.

The match will be played.
The match is going to be played.

Eastwood, 2002



FIND THREE EXAMPLES OF
PASSIVES

Dld you know ... ?

More than 32 million books are kept in the I, ibrary

ut‘ Congress in Washington DC.

* Every book that is published in the UK is sent to
the British Library free of charge.

* 57 books are bought every second by shoppers in

the USA.

* Before 1450, books weren't printed - they were
copied by hand.

* The first Harry Potter manuscript was offered to
twelve publishers — and they all said no!

* The novel Gadsby: Champion of Youth was

written in 1939 by Ernest Vincent Wright without
using the letter 'e’,

* Acopy of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland was
sold for $1.5 million in New York.
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCES IN

PRESENT AND PAST IN PASSIVE

Publishing - past and present

50 years ago Today

Manuscripts* _____ (write) Manuscripts®_

by hand or on a typewriter. on a computer.

The finished manuscript The finished manuscript
"= (send)to the " (email) to the
publisher by post. publisher.

Pictures’____ (draw)on  Most plctures *_

papér, (create) on a computer.

by the printers.

Metal plates” (make} Some books®

(print)
directly from a computer.
More books ™ (buy)

online than from bookshops.

(type)




IDENTIFY THE PASSIVES
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EXERCISES
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(affirmative or negat

~ © Complete the predictions. Use the future passive form

ive) of the verbs in brackets.

Twenty years from now ...

1 computers
2 housework
3 smells

waltch at home.
4 hotels
5 allexams
6 cars
7
8

Chinese
Wars

(sell) for $5.
(do) by robots,
(include) in the films and TV shows you

(build) on the moon.
(take) online.

(power) by solar energy.

(spoken) by everybody in the world.

(fight) to get fresh water.




EXERCISES
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6 Rewrite the text in the passive. Use the present and past
simple. - 1.4
They launched the website Amazon.com in 1995. They

chose the name ‘Amazon’ because it's the biggest river

in the world. At first, they only sold books. Soon, they
added CDs and DVDs. Today, they offer all kinds of products
on their website. People download thousands of ebooks
every day from the Kindle store, Last year they sold goods
worth $25 billion!

The website Amazon com was launched




EXERCISES
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10 Complete the questions. Use the correct passive form
(present simple, past simple, present perfect or future)

of the verbs in brackets, — =~ =

1
2

N h v & W

How many Harry Potter books _____ (write)? i
Where ____ polar bears (find): the Arctic or the
Antarctic?

Where the next Olympic Games (hold)?
Which kind of food (sell) at a baker's shop?

Can you name one novel that _____ {make) into a film?

In which century _______ computers _______ (invent)?

What language (speak) by ordinary people in

Ancient Rome?

Scotland ever

(hit) by a tsunami?




EXERCISES bt

4 Complete the text. Use the present or past simple passive
form of the verbs in brackets
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Engtanct, Gver the nex€ few years mo$t of the words on the
sﬁene (translate} but mbody could understand
fhe plcture—wrltmg That mystery’>_________ (not solve)

until 1822, when a French academic called Champollion
translated them. The fact that ancient Egyptian picture-
writing®_______ (understand) today is mostly thanks to
Champollion’s work. Today, the Rosetta Stone ’
Mnthe British Museum, where many ancient Eapuan
R ____(see) by miillions of visitors each year.
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EXERCISES

Dr Kraven
E Eloise
Dr Kraven

Eloise

Dr Kraven

Eloise
Dr Kraven

Eloise
Dr Kraven

Eloise

Dr Kraven

2 Complete the scene from a play. Use the present perfect 3
passive form of the verbs in brackets.

Oh no! My apartment ! has been burgled (burgle).
How did they get in? -
Through the window. Look. The glass ?
(break).

They’ve made a terrible mess! 2
(steal)?

Yes. Two notebooks 4 (take) from my
desk. But look — my credit cards ®

(not touch). The thieves knew what they wanted

anything

Those notebooks contain top secret information
We must find them!

It's too late. I'm sure the notebooks ¢

(read) by now.

Who committed the robbery?
Henderson, | expect.

Kurt Henderson? But he 7

here for years.

Maybe not. But | know that he &
(release) from prison. My guess is he’s back in
town.

(not see)



EXERCISES
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| '_; years, from ancient times to the present day. And bl
~ manybooks?2________ (write) about them - for

i example, Dan Brown'’s novel The Da Vinci Code, which
- 3 (publish)in 2003. The book*

extremely large numbers, and even the fastest
~ computers in the world can’t break them.

the future, a new kind of computer®________ (build):
- aquantum computer. The strongest codes that we have
today

present simple, present perfeet cr_ﬁitﬁ_ re..

Secret codes ! have been used (use) for thousands of | ——

(read) by about 80 million people and in 2006, it
s (make) into a film.
The world’s first computer programs ®

(use) to break German codes during World War ILI.
Today, the bestcodes’_-__ (make) using

However, most computer scientists believe that in

(break) easﬂy by thlS computer
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MAKE THE SENTENCES
PASSIVE (PRESENT SIMPLE)

Somebody cleans the office every day.

_The office is cleaned every day

Somebody sends emails.

Somebody cuts the grass.

Somebody prefers chocolate.

Somebody often steals cars.

Somebody plays loud music.

Somebody speaks English here.

Somebody loves the London parks.

Somebody wants staff.

Somebody writes articles.




MAKE THE SENTENCES
PASSIVE (PRESENT SIMPLE)

Somebody loves Julie.

Somebody reads a lot of books.

Somebody cooks dinner everyday.

Somebody delivers milk in the mornings.

Somebody buys flowers for the flat.

Somebody washes the cars every week.

Somebody writes a report every Friday.

Somebody fixes the roads.

Somebody builds new houses every year.

Somebody sells vegetables in the market.




MAKE THE SENTENCES
PASSIVE (PAST SIMPLE)

Somebody lost the letter.

__The letter was lost

Somebody found the key.

Somebody made mistakes.

Somebody loved that woman.

Somebody cleaned the rooms.

Somebody fixed the computer.

Somebody built that house.

Somebody wrote ‘War and Peace’.

Somebody painted The Mona Lisa.

Somebody stole my wallet.




MAKE THE SENTENCES
PASSIVE (PAST SIMPLE)

Somebody prepared lunch.

Somebody drank a lot of coffee.

Somebody forgot the papers.

Somebody closed the windows.

Somebody invited Julie and Luke to a party.

Somebody built a website.

Somebody ate all the cakes.

Somebody told me to wait.

Somebody employed a lot of new waiters.

Somebody opened a shop.




MAKE THE SENTENCES
PASSIVE (PRESENT PERFECT)

Somebody has cleaned the kitchen.

__The kitchen has been cleaned

Somebody has watered the plants.

Somebody has taken the money.

Somebody has bought the presents.

Somebody has finished the report.

Somebody has killed the President.

Somebody has repaired the road.

Somebody has elected that man.

Somebody has learned lessons.

Somebody has fired John.




MAKE THE SENTENCES
PASSIVE (PRESENT PERFECT)

Somebody has ordered new books.

Somebody has prepared the meal.

Somebody has sent the email.

Somebody has eaten the strawberries.

Somebody has fixed the heating.

Somebody has made coffee.

Somebody has turned on the air conditioning.

Somebody has downloaded the song.

Somebody has rented a flat.

Somebody has booked the holiday.




MAKE THE SENTENCES
PASSIVE (FUTURE SIMPLE)

Somebody will clean the windows.

___The windows will be cleaned

Somebody will meet you at the airport.

Somebody will process your application.

Somebody will find your glasses.

Somebody will bring food.

Somebody will help you.

Somebody will steal that bicycle.

Somebody will take your order.

Somebody will write a new book.

Somebody will build a stadium.




MAKE THE SENTENCES
PASSIVE (FUTURE SIMPLE)

Somebody will collect your luggage.

Somebody will explain the plan.

Somebody will wash the floor later.

Somebody will deliver a parcel .

Somebody will drink all the juice.

Somebody will prepare everything.

Somebody will write the article next week.

Somebody will eat the chocolate.

Somebody will send the information.

Somebody will call you.




REFERENCES

Celce-Murcia, M. and Larsen-Freeman, D. (1999). The Grammar
Book. Heinle and Heinle Publishers. USA.

Eastwood, J. (2002): Oxford guide to English Grammar. OUP. Hong
Kong.

Falla, T. and Davies P.A. 2012. Solutions Student Book and
Workbook. 2nd. Edition. OUP. China.

Parrot M. 2000. Grammar for English language teachers. 2nd
edition. CUP. U.K.

Perfect English Grammar. :
http://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/passive.html. Consultado

el 02/08/2018




